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Abstrak
 

The paper argues that differences between German and Japanese environmental politics during the 1990s are

due to differences in the composition and working of the environmental policy-making networks in both

countries. The main assumption is that the relatively proactive role of German environmental politics can be

explained by a highly integrated pluralistic network, which includes all major actors in the environmental

field. The paper explores this argument by focusing on the role NGOs play in the national environmental

policymaking in Germany and Japan. It presents empirical data concerning the position of NGOs in the

policymaking networks in both countries with regard to NGOs' resources and opportunities to shape

environmental policies. The analysis of the data demonstrates that NGOs are still weak in the network in

Japan while, in Germany, the big national NGOs are well integrated and are considered to play a significant

role in the policy-making process. This comparison suggests that what accounts for their greatest difference

is the availability of means of compensating for weak resources, which is considered to be much more

favorable in Germany than in Japan.
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