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I. Opening 

I.1. Did you use your vote in Germany’s 2005 election?  
 
I. 2. What political party did you choose in Germany’s 2005 election? 
(If the answer is CDU): Did you choose CDU as a political party or because it 
proposed Angela Merkel to become Germany’s chancellor? 

Did you know that CDU proposed Angela Merkel to become Germany’s 
chancellor in 2005 election and so it means that you have contributed in helping 
Merkel’s winning? 
 
I.3. Where are you from? Which society are you from – (ex) West German or (ex) 
East German?  

As (ex) West German/(ex) East German, did you feel proud to choose/not to 
choose Angela Merkel in  Germany’s 2005 election? 

 
II. Woman in Germany 
II.1. In your view, Are men and women different??  
(If the answer is yes): What kind of differences? In what kind of aspects those 
differences exist? 

How do you think about the condition of these differences, before and after 
Germany’s 2005 election and Angela Merkel successfully becoming 
Germany’s chancellor? 

 
II.2. In your opinion, does Germany’s society still distinguish between men and 
women? And tends to put women in of minor positions?  
(If the answer is Yes): How, and, in what kind of aspects those differences (and 
discriminations) happen? 

(only If you’re a woman): how do you feel, as a woman, personally, about the 
minor position and the discrimination for women in Germany modern 
society? Do you ever feel any of those treatments? 
How do you think about the condition of the minor positions of women, 
before and after Germany’s 2005 election and Angela Merkel successfully 
becoming Germany’s chancellor? 
 

II.3. Are there still some different treatment for women and men in Germany’s 
society? What about opportunities to get a job and access to the political field?
(If the answer is yes): What distinguishing men and women in daily life? And in a 
state of life in Germany?  

Are there differences in how men and women living side by side, before and 
after Germany’s 2005 election and  Angela Merkel successfully becoming 
Germany’s chancellor?  

 
II.4. Was the identity of Angela Merkel, as a woman, influential in shaping her image 
as a candidate for chancellor approaching the 2005 election? 
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 Did Merkel's voters generally come from groups of women (and men still see 
women in minor positions)? Did German women feel proud to vote Merkel? 
 
II.5. Was there any protests from the community, opposing the candidature of Angela 
Merkel to become Germany’s chancellor in 2005 election ahead, related to her 
identity as a woman?

How do you think about that? 
 
II.6. Was your choice in the 2005 election (to vote/not to vote CDU and Merkel) 
affected by considerations about Merkel's identity as a woman? 
 
II.7. did, in your thought, the results of Election 2005 (include that Angela Merkel 
becoming Germany’s chancellor) have an impact in changing the gap between men 
and women in Germany’s society (if there’s any)?
 
II.8. According to your view, Is there any problems with a woman was elected as a 
chancellor to lead the whole re-united German people? Do you think it will be better 
for a man to lead than a woman? Please explain.
 
III. The Gap between East and West 
III.1. In your view, are (ex) West Germans and (ex) East Germans different?  
(If the answer is yes): What kind of differences? In what kind of aspects those 
differences exist? 

How do you think about the condition of these differences, before and after 
Germany’s 2005 election and Angela Merkel successfully becoming 
Germany’s chancellor?  
 

III.2. In your opinion, does Germany’s society still assume that the (former) West 
Germany and the (former) East Germany are different?  
(If the answer is yes): What kind of differences? In what kind of aspects those 
differences exist? 

How do you think about the condition of these differences, before and after 
Germany’s 2005 election and Angela Merkel successfully becoming 
Germany’s chancellor?  
 

III.3. Do the attributes “Wessis” and “Ossis” still exist in the daily life of Germany’s 
society?
(If the answer is yes): What distinguishing these two groups in daily life? And in a 
state of life in Germany?  

Are there differences in how the (ex) West Germany society and the (ex) East 
Germany society coexist before and after Germany’s 2005 election and  
Angela Merkel successfully becoming Germany’s chancellor?  

 
III.4. Do you know that Angela Merkel is an (ex) East German?  
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Was the identity of Angela Merkel, as an (ex) East German, influential in shaping her 
image as a candidate for chancellor approaching the 2005 election? 

Did Merkel's voters generally come from (ex) East Germany society (and (ex) 
West Germany society is still placing (ex) East Germany society in minor 
positions)? Did East Germany society feel proud to vote Merkel? 

 
III.5. Was there any protests from the community, opposing the candidature of 
Angela Merkel to become Germany’s chancellor in 2005 election ahead, related to 
her identity as an (ex) East German?

How do you think about that? 
 
III.6. Was your choice in the 2005 election (to vote/not to vote CDU and Merkel) 
affected by considerations about Merkel's identity as an (ex) East German?
 
III.7. Did, in your thought, the results of Election 2005 (include that Angela Merkel 
becoming Germany’s chancellor) have an impact in changing the gap between (ex) 
West Germans and (ex) East Germans in Germany’s society (if there’s any)?
 
III.8. According to your view, Is there any problems with an (ex) East German was 
elected as a chancellor to lead the whole re-united German people? Do you think it 
will be better for an (ex) West German to lead than an (ex) East German? Please 
explain.
 
IV. Closing 
IV.1. Apart from Merkel's identity as a woman and as an (ex) East German, what do 
you see from the figure of Angela Merkel?  

And also what do you see from CDU as one of Germany’s political party? 
In your opinion, what are the pluses of CDU, in Germany’s 2005 election, 

compared with PSD? So then CDU can become a winner in that election?  
 
IV.2. And what are the pluses from Angela Merkel, compared with her opponent 
(incumbent candidate), Gerhard Schroeder in Germany’s 2005 election?  
 Is it true that double minority syndrome does exist in Germany society -- 
minor perspectives for women and (ex) East German? How do you think? Did it 
contribute to shape Merkel’s image as a candidate for chancellor approaching the 
2005 election?  

And apart from that (her identity), what, in your thoughts, factors causing 
Angela Merkel’s victory in Germany’s 2005 election?   
 
IV.3. Last question,  
What’s your view about Angela Merkel, as the first woman and the first (ex) East 
German, who had been chosen as Germany’s chancellor in 2005 election? Explain 
and describe it. 
 
Vielen Dank, Auf Wiedersehen! 
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