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his book questions the logic and basis of the comparisons between Islamic and Western values and cultures
in todays public discourse in the West. The book calls attention to inadequacies in discussions about |slam
and modernity, violencein Islamic law and history, the common image of everyday lifein Muslim societies,
and respect for individuals privacy in Islamic cultures. The book specifically addresses the question of the
autonomy of the individual and implicit and explicit rights under Islamic law, the questions of the laws of
war and the laws of apostasy in Islam, and the right to privacy.
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