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Abstrak
 

Conceived originally as a serious presentation of the development of philosophy for Catholic seminary

students, Frederick Copleston's nine-volume A History Of Philosophy has journeyed far beyond the modest

purpose of its author to universal acclaim as the best history of philosophy in English.

Volume IV, Descartes to Leibniz, deals with the great rationalist systems of philosophy on the Continent in

the pre-Kantian period.

Not only from an his- torical but also from a more philosophical point of view, the nature, importance and

value of the various styles of philosophizing of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. I think that it is

better to reserve such discussion until after the historical exposition of the thought of the period than to

interrupt this exposition with general philosophical reflections.
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